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they all made but one People,—both Hurons and
Iroquois, and those of the Neutral Nation; and that
they came from one and the same family, or from a
few old stocks which formerly landed on the coasts
of these regions. But it is probable that, in prog-
ress of time, they have become removed and sepa-
rated from one [53] another —some more, some less—
in abode, in interests, and in affection; so that some
have become enemies, others Neutral, and others
have remained in some more special connection and
communication.

These Tribes which are Neutral between the
Hurons and the Iroquois, have cruel wars with other
Western Nations, and especially with the Atsistae-
hronons, or Fire Nation,—from which they took last
year a hundred prisoners; and this year, having
returned there for war with an army of two thousand
men, they again brought away more than a hundred
and seventy, toward whom they conduct themselves
with almost the same cruelties as the Hurons do
towards their enemies. However, they practice the
further cruelty of burning the women prisoners of
war, as well as the men,— which is not done by the
Hurons, who either give them their lives, or content
themselves with knocking them down in the heat of
the moment, and bearing off some portion of their
bodies.

The food and the clothing of this Nation do not
greatly differ from those [54] of our Hurons: they
have Indian corn, beans, and squashes in equal
plenty; the fishing likewise seems equal, as regards
the abundance of fish, of which some species are
found in one region, that are not in the other. The
people of the Neutral Nation greatly excel in hunt-



